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Unit 2 Discussion question 2
The increased number of uninsured patients has resulted in negative economic impacts on hospitals. The majority of uninsured patients are not able to cater to their hospital bills due to poverty, while some of the insured patients also might not be unable to clear their hospital bills because their insurance covers cannot cater to the exorbitant bills. Both situations leave hospitals struggling with huge bills, which later becomes unbearable and may render hospitals non-operational because they are unable to cater to their expenses. According to the United States Census Bureau of 2018, 27.5 million Americans did not have any health insurance (Sommers, Gawande & Baicker, 2017). Healthcare practitioners experience ethical challenges when they are supposed to treat patients who do not have insurance covers and who are not able to cater for their treatment because they have to honor what their profession upholds on service with compassion and respect for human dignity and at the same time they might be allowing for losses in the organization (Young et.al. 2017). 
According to Young et.al. (2017), the creation of Medicare and Medicaid was aimed at providing affordable health access to the Americans more so those who did not have insurance coverage. The citizens from the lower class were to receive medication at reduced prices. However, patients claim that additional costs from healthcare organizations have made healthcare services unaffordable and unavailable to the lower class people, and this has resulted in legal tussles between the hospitals and the government. Some hospitals claim that they are economically drained by the huge bills while the government advocates for affordable healthcare for its citizens.

References
Sommers, B. D., Gawande, A. A., & Baicker, K. (2017). Health insurance coverage and health—what the recent evidence tells us. N Engl J Med.
Young, A., Chaudhry, H. J., Pei, X., Arnhart, K., Dugan, M., & Snyder, G. B. (2017). A census of actively licensed physicians in the United States, 2016. Journal of Medical Regulation.

